WEST CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

The Howard Centre 2nd November 2004 at 7.30 pm

1. Present: Chairman, Roger Hamilton; Vice Chairman John Thackray; Treasurer Elizabeth Saunders; Cliff Roffey; Maureen Biggin; Sue Shlackman; Janet Robson; Norman Roper; Jim Biggin

2. Apologies for Absence: Mike Blehs

3. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of 5th October were approved and signed by the Chair

4. Treasurers Report: The bank balance as at the date of the meeting was reported to be £2023.94. The Public Liability Insurance policy has been received.

5. Membership: The Membership Secretary reported that 1754 subscriptions had been collected to date.

6. Delegate to the Joint Residents Association Committee: No meeting had been held since our last meeting

7. Delegate to the St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre Committee: Sue Shlackman reported a planned increase in social functions.

8. Delegate to the Herpetological Conservation Trust/Forestry Commission: Elizabeth Saunders reported that at the last HCT meeting it had been announced that the Forestry Commission would be setting up a committee to consider the HCT licence application to fell the trees on St Catherine’s Hill. The meeting would be advertised and it might be possible for us to make representation. The HCT had told the Forestry Commission that they had no access to funds to replace pines with deciduous trees. CBC (Robin Harley) is writing a new management plan to come into effect in 2005. This will be subject to public scrutiny.

9. Christchurch Advertiser: The Secretary reported that the Advertiser had failed to answer two letters (the second sent by recorded delivery) requesting a refund of money paid to distribute our last news letter that the Advertiser had in fact failed to include in their paper. It was resolved that the Secretary should send one more letter and if that failed to elicit a satisfactory response, a writ should be issued in the Small Claims Court.

10. Local Traffic Management: the paper prepared by the General Secretary was discussed. It was resolved that he should now consolidate the opinions expressed in a paper for approval by the committee. 

11. Planning Applications: The application at 12 Crossway has been turned down by CBC. 

12. Hurn Road Cycle Track: The General Secretary read the e-mail from CBC accepting that the cycle track is badly designed and undertaking to replace the worst portion. 

13. Car Park in Stour Road: the General Secretary read out a letter from CBC undertaking to improve the car park in Stour Road

14. CCTV in West Christchurch: the General Secretary reported that CBC was considering our request.

15. Poster Boards: Roger Hamilton reported he was making progress.

16. CBC Special Council Tax Meeting: The General Secretary read a letter received from Kelvin White, Director of Resources CBC, requesting that we organise a public meeting before Christmas at which he would talk to residents about the 2005-6 Council Tax. It was resolved that the General Secretary should book St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre and advise both CBC and committee members of the date. He should ask CBC to publicise the meeting and in addition we will display posters on notice boards and in local shops.

17. New Recycling Plant at Hurn: the Chairman indicated that a planned new recycling plant at Hurn would give rise to a considerable increase in HGV traffic on roads leading to Bournemouth International Airport. It was resolved that we would watch this development with a view to suggesting alternative approaches, if possible.

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.

